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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Replacement Oath or Declaration filed 15 January 2007 has been received and 
entered. 

Applicant's arguments, see Part III of Applicant remarks, filed 15 January 2007, 
with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-6 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
newly found prior art reference US 3,082,849 to Keller. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
3,574,449 to Rosenberg. 

Claim 1: 

Rosenberg discloses a clip assembly for use with a panel system (Fig. 2), 
comprising: 
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a first clip member (5, Fig. 2) having an upright member (6, Fig. 2) and an 
upper flange member (7, Fig. 2) and a lower flange member (8, Fig. 2) extending 
therefrom, the first clip member adapted to engage a panel (4, Fig. 2); 

a second clip member (5\ Fig.2) having an upright member (6', Fig. 2) and 
an upper flange member (7', Fig.2) and a lower flange member (8\ Fig.2) 
extending therefrom, the second clip upright member and upper flange member 
adapted to cooperate with a panel (4, Fig.2), the lower flange member of the 
second clip member extending in a substantially same direction as the lower 
flange member of the first clip (both lower flanges extend in the horizontal plane 
perpendicular to the cross section, longitudinal direction); and 

a gap formed between the upright member of the first clip member and the 
upright member of the second clip member (gap between the clips, Fig.2), said 
gap extending in a manner such that the upright member of the first clip member 
and the upright member of the second clip member are spaced apart from one 
another and do not contact one another (Fig.2), 

wherein the first clip member and the second clip member constrain 
adjoining panels of the panel system against forces (Column 1 , lines 42-43). 
Claims 2-5 recite functions of the panels and do not recite additional structure for 
the clip assembly. Therefore claims 2-5 are considered to be met by Rosenberg. 

Claim 4: 
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Rosenberg discloses the clip assembly of claim 1 as discussed above, 
Rosenberg also discloses the first clip member and the second clip member 
allow for movement of the adjoining panels in the longitudinal direction due to 
thermal expansion and contraction of the panels (Column 1, lines 57-61). 
Claim 5: 

Rosenberg discloses the clip assembly of claim 1 as discussed above, 
Rosenberg also discloses the first clip member and the second clip member 
allow for movement of the adjoining panels in a transverse direction (Column 1 , 
lines 57-61). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 6-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 25-28 are allowed. 

The combination of two clip members with a gap between the upright 
members with a step portion on the lower flange was not found in the prior art. 


Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan D. Kwiecinski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5160. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8 am 
to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (571)272-6842. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examtosr 
Group 3600 


